
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


TIPS BELONG TO YOU & NOT ANYONE IN MANAGEMENT


Re: Saad, et al v. Jolo Inc. d/b/a Hurricane Betty's et al,

USDC MA Civ. Action Nos. 20-11377-TSH & 21-40048-TSH


A recent decision by Senior Federal District Court Judge in Massachusetts Timothy 
Hillman has held that a strip club cannot take any portion of exotic dancers' tipped 
earnings from private dances.


This is the latest chapter of the Massachusetts Courts enforcing the Massachusetts "tip 
statute" which states that employers cannot require or permit tipped employees, such as 
exotic dancers from having to share their tips with management or any non-service 
employee including DJs and bouncers. In this case, Judge Hillman found "... 
Defendants unlawfully retained a portion or "split" of the tips plaintiffs received from 
customers for performing private and/or semi-private dances, thereby, violating 
Mass.Gen. L. ch. 149 §§ 148 & 150, Mass.Gen.L. ch. 151 §§ 1 & 7 and Mass.Gen.L. 
ch. 149, §152a." 


Judge Hillman's ruling is significant because most, if not all, strip clubs in 
Massachusetts require exotic dancers to share their private dance earnings with 
management in addition to other illegal fees such as house fees, late fees, and failure to 
cover shift fees.  


We see this as one more example of how strip clubs have been taking advantage of, 
and mistreating, exotic dancers, for which they should be held accountable.


This underscores what those of us who represent exotic dancers and other tipped 
employees have been arguing for years - tips belong to you - not anyone in 
management.


The exotic dancers in this matter were represented by Attorneys David Dishman, of Dishman 
Law PC, Tod Cochran, of Pyle Rome Ehrenberg PC, and Gregg Greenberg, of Zipin, Amster & 
Greenberg, LLC, Silver Spring, MD.























